PuRsuiT of God, Pr. 6 

1 TiM. 6:12-16 
• God is sovereign over angels & S 



First of all, God is sovereign over the angels. 

Psalm 103:20 Bless the LORD, O you his angels, you mighty 
ones who do his word, obeying the voice of his word! 

We need to recognize that God is also sovereign over Satan. 

"If God created all things and is in charge of all things, then did 
God create sin and evil?" 

The straight answer to that question is n . 



James 1:13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being 
tempted by God," for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he 
himself tempts no one. 

God created Lucifer knowing that he would become Satan. 

Satan is not out of c 



. If he were, then there 

would be things that he could control and over which he had 
authority that God could not. 

Then God would neither be omnipotent nor sovereign. 

God could destroy Satan at any time, but He does not. 

If we or Satan knew all the things that God has in store for the 
Creation, then we would be omniscient and so we would be God. 

In 2 Cor. 4:4, the Bible says that Satan is "the god of this world." 
In 1 John 5:19 we learn that "the whole world lies in the power of 
the evil one." Yet we are given assurance that even with all that, 
Satan can only operate within the sovereign will of God. 

Job 1:12 And the LORD said to Satan, "Behold, all that he has is 
in your hand. Only against him do not stretch out your hand." So 
Satan went out from the presence of the LORD. 
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Rooted 



Luke 22:31 Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, 
that he might sift you like wheat, 32 but I have prayed for you that 
your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, 
strengthen your brothers. 

Mark 1 :27 He (Christ, who is God) commands even the unclean 
spirits, and they obey him. 

1 Sam. 16:14 The Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an 
evil spirit from the LORD tormented him. 15 And Saul's servants 
said to him, "Behold now, an evil spirit from God is tormenting 
you." 

Judges 9:23 Then God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and 
the men of Shechem; and the men of Shechem dealt 
treacherously with Abimelech: 

Judges 9:23 God sent a spirit that stirred up trouble between 
Abimelech and the leading citizens of Shechem, and they 
revolted. (NLT) 

1 John 5:18 We know that everyone who has been born of God 
does not keep on sinning, but he who was born of God protects 
him, and the evil one does not touch him. 

1 Cor. 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not 
common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be 
tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also 
provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. 

• God is sovereign over n 



Daniel 2:21 He changes times and seasons; he sets up kings and 
deposes them. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to 
the discerning. 

Daniel 4:17 The decision is announced by messengers, the holy 
ones declare the verdict, so that the living may know that the 
Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them 

to anyone he wishes and sets over them the I of 

men. 

1 Sam. 2:7 The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low 
and he exalts. 8 He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the 
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needy from the ash heap to make them sit with princes and 
inherit a seat of honor. For the pillars of the earth are the LORD'S, 
and on them he has set the world. 

Luke 1:51 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered 
the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 52 he has brought down 
the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; 

Proverbs 21:1 The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD; he 
directs it like a watercourse wherever he pleases. 

Psalm 2:2 The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers 
gather together against the LORD and against his Anointed One. 
3 "Let us break their chains," they say, "and throw off their 
fetters." 4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs 
at them. 

Psalm 33:10 The LORD foils the plans of the nations; he thwarts 
the purposes of the peoples. 1 1 But the plans of the LORD stand 

firm f , the purposes of his heart through all 

generations. 

Psalm 47:7 For God is the King of all the earth; sing praises with 
a psalm! 8 God reigns over the nations; God sits on his holy 
throne. 9 The princes of the peoples gather as the people of the 
God of Abraham. For the shields of the earth belong to God; he is 
highly exalted! 

Job 34:24 He shatters the mighty without investigation and sets 
others in their place. 

Jer. 27:5 It is I who by my great power and my outstretched arm 
have made the earth, with the men and animals that are on the 
earth, and I give it to whomever it seems right to me. 

Prov. 8:15 By me kings reign, and rulers decree what is just; 16 
by me princes rule, and nobles, all who govern justly. 

Isaiah prophesied that God chose C to be the ruler 

of the Persians and to make it possible for Israel to return to 
Jerusalem 150 years before Cyrus came to the throne. Not only 
did he prophesy concerning Cyrus, but he did so by name. 
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Isaiah 44:28 God says of Cyrus, 'He is my shepherd, and he shall 
fulfill all my purpose'; saying of Jerusalem, 'She shall be built,' 
and of the temple, 'Your foundation shall be laid.'" 

Isaiah 45:1 Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose 
right hand I have grasped, to subdue nations before him and to 
loose the belts of kings, to open doors before him that gates may 
not be closed: 

Acts 13:21 Then they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul 
the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 22 
And when he had removed him, he raised up David to be their 
king... 

Rom. 13:1 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For 
there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of 
God. 

• God is sovereign over m 



1 Sam. 2:6 The LORD brings death and makes alive; he brings 
down to the grave and raises up. 7 The LORD sends poverty and 
wealth; he humbles and he exalts. 8 He raises the poor from the 
dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap; he seats them with 
princes and has them inherit a throne of honor. For the 
foundations of the earth are the LORD's; upon them he has set 
the world. 9 He will guard the feet of his saints, but the wicked will 
be silenced in darkness. It is not by strength that one prevails; 10 
those who oppose the LORD will be shattered. He will thunder 
against them from heaven; the LORD will judge the ends of the 
earth. He will give strength to his king and exalt the horn of his 
anointed. 

Jer. 1:4 Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 5 
"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you 
were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the 
nations." 

Isa. 49:1 Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you 
peoples from afar. The LORD called me from the womb, from the 
body of my mother he named my name. 
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Rom. 8:29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be 
the firstborn among many brothers. 

2 Tim. 2:19 God's firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: "The 
Lord knows those who are his." 

Gal. 1:15 But when he who had set me apart before I was born, 
and who called me by his grace, 16 was pleased to reveal his 
Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I 
did not immediately consult with anyone; 



• God is sovereign over the a_ 



of man 



Gen. 18:14 Is anything too hard for the LORD? At the appointed 
time I will return to you about this time next year, and Sarah shall 
have a son." 

Ex. 4:10 But Moses said to the LORD, "Oh, my Lord, I am not 
eloquent, either in the past or since you have spoken to your 
servant, but I am slow of speech and of tongue." 1 1 Then the 
LORD said to him, "Who has made man's mouth? Who makes 
him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the LORD? 

Jer. 1:6 Then I said, "Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I do not know how 
to speak, for I am only a youth." 9 Then the LORD put out his 
hand and touched my mouth. And the LORD said to me, "Behold, 
I have put my words in your mouth. 

Ezekiel 3:26 And I will make your tongue cling to the roof of your 
mouth, so that you shall be mute and unable to reprove them, for 
they are a rebellious house. 27 But when I speak with you, I will 
open your mouth, and you shall say to them, "Thus says the Lord 
GOD." He who will hear, let him hear; and he who will refuse to 
hear, let him refuse, for they are a rebellious house. 

Amos 3:6 Is a trumpet blown in a city, and the people are not 
afraid? Does disaster come to a city, unless the LORD has done 
it? 

John 9:1 As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And 
his disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?" 3 Jesus answered, "It was not 
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that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the 
w of God might be displayed in him." 



Isa. 30:26 The moon will shine like the sun, and the sunlight will 
be seven times brighter, like the light of seven full days, when the 
LORD binds up the bruises of his people and heals the wounds 
he inflicted. 

Hosea 6:1 Come, let us return to the LORD. He has torn us to 
pieces but he will heal us; he has injured us but he will bind up 
our wounds. 

Heb. 9:27 ...it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the 
judgment, 

of 



• God is sovereign over the s 

man 

Charles Spurgeon 

If any man be saved, he is saved by divine grace and by 
divine grace alone; the reason of his salvation is not to be 
found in him, but in God. We are not saved as the result of 
anything that we do or that we will, but we will and do as the 
result of God's good pleasure and the work of His grace in our 
hearts. No sinner can prevent God; that is, he cannot go 
before Him, cannot anticipate Him. God is always first in the 
matter of salvation. He is before our convictions, before our 
desires, before our fears, and before our hopes. All that is 
good or ever will be good in us is preceded by the grace of 
God and is the effect of a divine cause within. 

John 6:44 "No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent 
Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day. 65 And He 
was saying, "For this reason I have said to you, that no one can 
come to Me, unless it has been granted him from the Father." 

Matt. 1 1 :27 Noone knows the Son except the Father, and no one 
knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 
c to reveal him. 

Acts 13:48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they began 
rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord; and as many as had 
been appointed to eternal life believed. 
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Acts 16:14 And a certain woman named Lydia, from the city of 
Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was 
listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things 
spoken by Paul. 

John 1 :1 2 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God, 1 3 who were 
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, 
but of God. 

Rom. 9:1 6 So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but 
on God, who has mercy. 

Those who are saved are saved because God has c 



them for salvation. The Holy Spirit has given life to a dead spirit 
and understanding to a mind blinded by sin and by Satan. Those 
who are saved may be said to choose God, but only after God 
has first chosen them for salvation: 

John 15:16 "You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and 
appointed you, that you should go and bear fruit, and that your 
fruit should remain, that whatever you ask of the Father in My 
name, He may give to you." 

Eph. 1 :3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless 
before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption through 
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 

Deut. 7:6 You are a people holy to the LORD your God. The 
LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured 
possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the 
earth. 7 It was not because you were more in number than any 
other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, 
for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but it is because the 
LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your 
fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand 
and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt. 
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2 Thess. 2:13 But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, 
brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the 
firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and 
belief in the truth. 

1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim 
the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 

1 Peter 1 :20 Who (Jesus) verily was foreordained before the 
foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for 
you, 

Rom. 8:29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be 
the firstborn among many brothers. 

Rev. 13:8 and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone 
whose name has not been written before the foundation of the 
world in the book of life of the Lamb that was slain. 
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